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prayer is to be rid of personality at the last, no matter
through what strange embodiments the self must pass
before it reach the bliss of nothingness. Similar,
though less doctrinal, was the prayer of Job when lie
counted himself among those who long for death, but
it cometh not, and dig for it more than for hicl treasures ;
who rejoice exceedingly, and are glad when they can
find the grave. " Why died I not from the womb ? "
he cried:

" For now should I have lain still and been quiet, 1 should
have slept; then., had I been tit rest, with kings and counsellors
of the earth, which built solitary places for themselves."

How far the loss of personal consciousness by ab-
sorption into universal infinity is identical with the
eternal rest desired by Job might be long disputed.
Sir Thomas Browne, having heard of the Brahmin or
Buddhist conceptions of futurity, would draw a thin
distinction :

" Others/' he says, " rather than he lost in the uncomfort-
able night of nothing, were content to recede into the romnsoii
being; and make one particle of the public soul of all things,
which was no more than to return into their unknown and divine
original again."

In effect this doctrine comes very near Maeterlinck's
plea of comfort. Annihilation, he says, is impossible,
because nothing is destructible. But when confronted
with the eternal antinomy of death, that both the end
and the survival of personality arc equally inconceiv-
able, he hesitates. He admits that survival without
consciousness would be the same as the annihilation of
self (in which case he maintains death could be no
evil, bringing only eternal sleep). But he rejects this